DEFENDING CHILD MARRIAGE                      37
invariably select husbands for their grown-up^ daughters.
Whether the choice is to be made by girls or tlieir parents
is a separate question and is regulated by custom.
The correspondent has tendered no proof to support
the statement that children of grown-up wives are weaker
than those of child wives. In spite of my experience of both
Indian and European society, I must refuse to enter into a
comparison of their morals. Granting, however, for the
sake of argument that the morals of European society are-
lower than those of Hindu society, will it naturally follow
that the lowness is due to the marriages taking place after
full maturity ?
Lastly, the Madras case does not help the correspon-
dent, but his use of it betrays his hasty judgment, based
upon a total disregard of facts. If he will refer to the article
again, he will discover that I have drawn my conclusion
from proved facts. My conclusion is unaffected by the cause
of death. It was proved (1) that the girl was of tender age,
(2) that she had no sexual desire, (3) that the ' husband *
made cruel advances and (4) that she is no more. It was
bad enough if the girl committed suicide; it was worse
if the husband murdered her because she could not yield
to his inhuman lust. The girl was fit only to learn and
play, not to play the wife and carry on her tiny shoulders
the weight of household cares or the yoke of a lord and
master.
My correspondent is a man occupying high position in
society. The nation expects better things from those of her
sons and daughters who have received a liberal education
and who are expected to think and act in her behalf. We
have many abuses in our midst, moral, social, economic
and political. They require patient study, diligent research,
delicate handling, accuracy of statement and clear thinking
on them and sober impartial judgment. We may then,
differ, if necessary, as poles asunder. But we shall surely
harm the country, our respective religions and the national
cause, if we do not toil to discover the truth and adhere to
it, cost what it may.
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